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Project:   
 
Wayfinding Signage System in The Village of Mantua to highlight Cuyahoga River, Headwaters 
Hike & Bike Trail, recreational areas, historic assets, and amenities.  
 
Need: 
 
State Route 44 runs through the heart of downtown Mantua with heavy traffic from I-80 to the 
south and Rt. 422 to the north. According to the ODOT 2010 Traffic Survey Report, 8,000 
vehicles pass through in an average 24-hour period.  
 
Most of these drivers are unaware of natural resources and recreational opportunities available 
right in Mantua…even residents of the greater-Mantua area are uninformed (of the Headwaters 
Trail in particular)…causing these Portage County assets to be underutilized and hindering 
economic development in The Village of Mantua. 
 
Outcomes: 
 
Greater awareness and more use of Headwaters Trail, Cuyahoga River, and Village of Mantua 
parks, historic properties, and businesses will enhance support of publicly funded assets and 
improve economic viability of the area.  
 
Wayfinding signage will serve approximately 14,500 residents of Crestwood Local School 
District (census.gov), plus travellers and area visitors.  
 
Impact of the signage will be determined by a community survey to assess awareness and use of 
the sites featured on signs compared to earlier community surveys (conducted for The Village of 
Mantua Comprehensive Plan and Downtown Mantua Revitalization Corporation streetscape 
planning). 
 
Timeframe: 
 
Installation of signs on State Route 44 in late-June/early-July will have the most impact, as the 
St. Joseph’s Ox Roast Fair (the largest, 3-day fair in Northern Portage County) attracts an 
attendance of approximately 20,000 each year.  
 
Installation of signs on side streets by mid-September will ensure visitors to the Mantua Potato 
Festival (many from outside the community) can learn of more reasons to visit the area. 
 
Cost:   
 
Range of $6,300 to $8,500 depending on signs selected and installation cost.  
 
Request $4,000 from The Portage Foundation ($2,500 in July + $1,500 in August) with the 
remainder to be covered locally.  
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